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The Millennium Development Goals — The Water and Sanitation Sector

Water and the Millennium Development Goals:

Interdependency of Targets

There is a common understanding that the Millennium
Development Goals should not be viewed in isolation.

The Millennium Development Taskforce in recognition

of this has stated, that water supply and sanitation is
closely interconnected with the 8 Millennium Development
Goals and in this relation emphasises the special links to
poverty, hunger, environmental sustainability and health.
The question of water for food, water for people and water
for the environment highlights the need for a holistic
approach to address water related issues applying the

principles of Integrated Water Resources Management.
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PROGRESS IN REACHING THE MILLENIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
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DANISH BILATERAL ODA PRIORITY SECTORS
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Danish bilateral assistance is aligned with
the Millennium Development Goals

Danish bilateral assistance reinforces the prioritisation of poverty

reduction as the overall objective.

More than 70% of the budget is earmarked for sector programme
support to water supply and sanitation, environment, health,
education (mainly primary), agriculture (food production), and to
other social infrastructure. The remaining programmes are within
other economic infrastructure (transport, energy and development
of other productive sectors) — all being key to economic growth and

thus to poverty reduction.

Danish assistance is in accordance with the internationally agreed
priorities. The strong focus on the water and environment sectors is in
line with the Millennium Development Goal Target 7 on environmentally

sustainable development.







