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Danish bilateral assistance is aligned with 
the Millennium Development Goals

Danish bilateral assistance reinforces the prioritisation of poverty 

reduction as the overall objective.

More than 70% of the budget is earmarked for sector programme 

support to water supply and sanitation, environment, health, 

education (mainly primary), agriculture (food production), and to 

other social infrastructure.  The remaining programmes are within 

other economic infrastructure (transport, energy and development 

of other productive sectors) – all being key to economic growth and 

thus to poverty reduction. 

Danish assistance is in accordance with the internationally agreed 

priorities. The strong focus on the water and environment sectors is in 

line with the Millennium Development Goal Target 7 on environmentally 

sustainable development.

DANISH BILATERAL ODA PRIORITY SECTORS

There is a common understanding that the Millennium 

Development Goals should not be viewed in isolation. 

The Millennium Development Taskforce in recognition 

of this has stated, that water supply and sanitation is 

closely interconnected with the 8 Millennium Development 

Goals and in this relation emphasises the special links to 

poverty, hunger, environmental sustainability and health. 

The question of water for food, water for people and water 

for the environment highlights the need for a holistic

approach to address water related issues applying the 

principles of Integrated Water Resources Management.

SOURCE: DAC/OECD
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DANISH ODA TO WATER AND SANITATION SECTOR
EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION TO THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
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PROGRESS IN REACHING THE  MILLENIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

■ Danish bilateral assistance to the water 

and sanitation sector is targeting 11 

countries of in total 15 Danish co-

operation countries. In 10 of  these 

countries the assistance is given as 

Sector Programme Support, and Sector 

Wide Approach to Planning principles 

are to a large extent applied during the 

preparatory process.These countries 

include Burkina Faso, Benin, Niger(projects

only), Ghana, Uganda, Kenya, Zambia, 

Egypt, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Vietnam. 

Denmark supports a growing number of 

innovative regional initiatives in the aim

of strengthening transboundary water 

governance and preventing conflicts emerging

from competition for scarce water resources.

The supported programmes e.g. include:

◆ The Nile Basin Initiative 

(Burundi, The Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, 

Rwanda, Sudan, Tanzania and Uganda)

◆ The Regional Water Resources 

Management Initiative in Southern Africa 

(Angola, Botswana, The Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Lesotho, Mauritius, 

Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, The 

Seychelles, Swaziland, South Africa, 

Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

◆ The Mekong River Initiative 

(Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam)

◆ Denmark’s Mixed Credits Programme

Countries such as Egypt, the Philippines, 

China, Sri Lanka, Vietnam and Ecuador 

have benefited from mixed credits within 

water and sanitation.

The Millennium Development Goals – The Water and Sanitation Sector

Water and the Millennium Development Goals:
Interdependency of Targets

SOURCE: UNDP HUMAN DEVELOPMENT REPORT, 2003

SOURCE: DAC/OECD

SOURCE: DAC/OECD

DANISH BILATERAL ODA TO WATER SUPPLY, SANITATION AND 

INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT
TOTAL EXPECTED DISBURSEMENTS 1996-2008

EXCHANGE RATE 6 DKK/USD

Denmark endeavours to establish solid,

long-term partnerships with developing

countries and with other partners in 

development cooperation as the basis

for poverty reduction. Multilateral 

assistance to water sector development

includes e.g. support to the Global 

Water Partnership Initiative and  the

Africa-EU Strategic Partnership on Water

Affairs and Sanitation in which Denmark

is playing a facilitating role.  

Denmark’s Mixed Credits Programme 

has provided support to 132 projects

with a total contract sum of USD 971.4

million and a total amount of loans of

USD 859.8 million. In 2003, 8 of the

15 projects approved for mixed credit 

financing were within the water and 

sanitation sector, taking up 35% of the

total amount granted by the Programme. 
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